
CHAPLAIN TERRY – STORIES FROM THE BIBLE (#2) 

 
The Widow’s Offering (Luke 21:1-4) 
1As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. 2 He also saw a poor 
widow put in two very small copper coins. 3 “Truly I tell you,” he said, “this poor widow has put in more 
than all the others. 4 All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put 
in all she had to live on.” 
 
 
The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector (Luke 18:9-14) 
9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told 
this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  
 
11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, 
evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 
 
13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast 
and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 
 
14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
 
 
Lilies of the Field (Matthew 6:28-34) 
28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or 
spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these.  
 
30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the 
fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith?  
 
31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For 
the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek 
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  
 
34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own. 
 
 
The Withered Fig Tree (Matthew 21:19-22) 
19 Seeing a fig tree by the road, he went up to it but found nothing on it except leaves. Then he said to it, 
“May you never bear fruit again!” Immediately the tree withered. 
 
20 When the disciples saw this, they were amazed. “How did the fig tree wither so quickly?” they asked. 
 
21 Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can you do what was done 
to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and it will be 
done. 22 If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.” 
 



 
Parable of the Ten Virgins (Matthew 25:1-13) 
1“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet 
the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but 
did not take any oil with them. 4 The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The 
bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 
 
6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ 
 
7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us 
some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ 
 
9 “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and 
buy some for yourselves.’ 
 
10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready 
went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 
 
11 “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’ 
 
12 “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’ 
 
13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 
 
 
Jesus Anointed by the Sinful Woman (Luke 7:36-50) 
36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee’s house and 
reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the 
Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his 
feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them 
and poured perfume on them. 
 
39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he 
would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 
 
40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” 
 
“Tell me, teacher,” he said. 
 
41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii,[a] and the 
other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now 
which of them will love him more?” 
 
43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” 
 
“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 
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44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your 
house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them 
with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped 
kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I 
tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven 
little loves little.” 
 
48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 
 
49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 
 
50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 
 
 
The Taking of Jericho (Joshua 6:1-21) 
1Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the Israelites. No one went out and no one 
came in. 
 
2 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king and its 
fighting men. 3 March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. 4 Have seven 
priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around the city 
seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. 5 When you hear them sound a long blast on the 
trumpets, have the whole army give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the army will 
go up, everyone straight in.” 
 
6 So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant of the LORD 
and have seven priests carry trumpets in front of it.” 7 And he ordered the army, “Advance! March 
around the city, with an armed guard going ahead of the ark of the LORD.” 
 
8 When Joshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests carrying the seven trumpets before the LORD 
went forward, blowing their trumpets, and the ark of the LORD’s covenant followed them. 9 The armed 
guard marched ahead of the priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard followed the ark. All this 
time the trumpets were sounding. 10 But Joshua had commanded the army, “Do not give a war cry, do 
not raise your voices, do not say a word until the day I tell you to shout. Then shout!” 11 So he had the 
ark of the LORD carried around the city, circling it once. Then the army returned to camp and spent the 
night there. 
 
12 Joshua got up early the next morning and the priests took up the ark of the LORD. 13 The seven priests 
carrying the seven trumpets went forward, marching before the ark of the LORD and blowing the 
trumpets. The armed men went ahead of them and the rear guard followed the ark of the LORD, while 
the trumpets kept sounding. 14 So on the second day they marched around the city once and returned to 
the camp. They did this for six days. 
 
15 On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched around the city seven times in the same 
manner, except that on that day they circled the city seven times. 16 The seventh time around, when the 
priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the army, “Shout! For the LORD has given you the 
city! 17 The city and all that is in it are to be devoted[a] to the LORD. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who 
are with her in her house shall be spared, because she hid the spies we sent. 18 But keep away from the 
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devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own destruction by taking any of them. Otherwise 
you will make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble on it. 19 All the silver and gold 
and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the LORD and must go into his treasury.” 
 
20 When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the men gave 
a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so everyone charged straight in, and they took the city. 21 They devoted 
the city to the LORD and destroyed with the sword every living thing in it—men and women, young and 
old, cattle, sheep and donkeys. 
 
 


